	
	Writing an analysis
	(

	
	An analysis begins with an introductory sentence
	· concerned with the topic/ reference to the task
· do not repeat the introductory sentence of the summary!
	

	
	Clarify the line of argument / train of thought
(general structure of the text) and its effect
	· Identify the characteristics of the heading 
(e.g. catchy, provocative, ironic, funny …) and itsfunction (e.g. to arouse interest, to captivate the reader …)
· Is there an introduction to tell the reader what the text will be about (e.g. an example, anecdote, etc.)?
· What kind of information is given in the main part
(e.g. thesis, arguments, (expert) opinions, background information/ facts/ proof, eye-witness accounts, etc.)
· How are the information arranged and presented
(e.g. as a list, selection of examples, contrasts, comparisons, etc.)
· Are there arguments? How are they presented?
(e.g. en bloc, alternation of pros and cons, etc.)
· Does the author take account of different perspectives or of one view only?  
	

	
	Examine the use of language and its effect
	· Choice of words: 
Does the author employ keywords from certain word fields, colloquial/ formal speech, technical terms, words with positive/ negative connotations, intensifying adjectives/ adverbs, drastic/ vivid expressions, …

· Sentence structure: simple, complex
	

	
	Rhetorical devices and their effects
	· Experts-quotes
· Reference to statistics/ numbers

· First-person pronouns (plural and/or singular)
· Rhetorical questions, repetition, metaphors, alliteration, anaphora, parallelism, hyperbole, irony, images…
	

	
	Conclusion
	· Briefly summarize your main points/ conclusions of your analysis 

· evaluate if or to what extent the author achieves his/ her intention, gets his/ her message across …

· finish with a concluding sentence
(you can relate your final remarks to your introductory sentence/ main thesis to ‘wrap up’ the topic)
	


	Language help: Analysis
	

	How to start the analysis (introduction)

· The author (name) provides the reader with ….
· The author (name) begins by explaining that …
· The author (name) shows how to …
· In this analysis I would like to shed some light on...; show / prove that …
· In this analysis I would like to look more closely at...

· What I would like to show in this analysis is...

· This analysis aims to.../ at ...-ing...

· First of all I would like to...before I...

· This hypothesis will be examined more closely in the course of the analysis.
	

	Useful words / phrases for presenting arguments

· Firstly... Firstly..., Secondly..., Thirdly...

· Firstly, I would like to show / emphasise / argue that...

· Secondly, it has to be mentioned that...

· One of the main / central points is...

· Initially / Firstly, I would like to argue that...

· However, it must also be said that...

· Furthermore / In addition,...

· It is also important that...

· We must not forget/ it should not be forgotten that...

· Additionally …, In addition …, etc. 

· Another important point is...

· Moreover, it is important to mention...

· The author discusses the argument that 

· Besides he examines the question of


	

	How to stay neutral – show that you give the author’s opinion, not yours

· according to the author / from the author’s point of view / in the author’s opinion
· as stated in the text
· as the author reminds the reader
· as pointed out by the author
	

	Useful words / phrases for a conclusion

Summarising

· In summary, we can say …

· Al things considered / Overall / Briefly 

· I would like to summarise the most important points once more. 

· The most significant / important issue here is …

Drawing conclusions

· For this / that reason …

· Because of that …

· From this we can conclude … 

· To conclude, one can / may say …

· It can be seen here that …

· The conclusion we may draw is that …

· It has clearly emerged / become apparent that / been pointed out …

· On the whole …

· All things considered …
	


